When wheezing may not mean asthma. Other common and uncommon causes to consider.
Establishing that wheezing is not due to asthma requires attention to the patient's history, physical examination results, and response to therapy. If the diagnosis of asthma is questionable, appropriate pulmonary function tests should be performed to firmly establish or refute that the wheezing is due to asthma. If asthma is not the cause, other entities need to be considered so that inappropriate therapy is not prescribed.